
WAC 296-307-28050  Materials used for guards.  The materials and 
dimensions specified in this section apply to all guards. The materi-
als and dimensions specified are minimum requirements. The employer 
may choose to provide stronger guards.
Exception: Horizontal overhead belts, rope, cable, or chain guards more than 7 feet above floor, or platform must meet the requirements outlined in 

Table P-2.

(1) The framework of all guards must have minimum dimensions of 
1-inch by 1-inch by 1/8-inch for angle iron, 3/4-inch inside diameter 
for metal pipe, or metal construction of equivalent strength.
Exception: Guards thirty inches tall or less with a total surface area of ten square feet or less may have a framework of 3/8-inch solid rod, 3/4-inch 

by 3/4-inch by 1/8-inch angle iron, or metal construction of equivalent strength. The filling material must correspond to the 
requirements of Table 1.

(a) All guards must be rigidly braced every 3 feet of their 
height to some fixed part of machinery or building structure. Where a 
guard is exposed to contact with moving equipment additional strength 
may be necessary.

(b) The framework for all guards fastened to the floor or working 
platform and without other support or bracing must consist of 1-1/2-
inch by 1-1/2-inch by 1/8-inch angle iron, metal pipe of 1-1/2-inch 
inside diameter, or metal construction of equivalent strength. All 
rectangular guards must have at least four upright frame members that 
extend to the floor and are securely fastened. Cylindrical guards must 
have at least three supporting members that extend to the floor.

(2) Where guards are exposed to unusual wear, deterioration, or 
impact, heavier material and construction should be used to protect 
against the specific hazards involved.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, 49.17.040, 49.17.050, and 
49.17.060. WSR 20-21-091, § 296-307-28050, filed 10/20/20, effective 
11/20/20. WSR 97-09-013, recodified as § 296-307-28050, filed 4/7/97, 
effective 4/7/97. Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.040, [49.17.]050 and 
[49.17.]060. WSR 96-22-048, § 296-306A-28050, filed 10/31/96, effec-
tive 12/1/96.]
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